
Celebrating Our Kids
The Scranton School prides itself on being the place “Where Kids Come First”.  Every action throughout the school day by teachers, 
administrators, and staff is done with the students being the top priority. Watching students learn, grow, and succeed brings great joy to 
all are involved in the school as staff or community members. On March 26th, The Scranton School invited the school and northeastern 
Pennsylvania community to campus to enjoy “An Evening at The Scranton School: Celebrating Our Kids”.  
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The evening began with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres in the school library.  
Attendees enjoyed a social hour chatting with each other, networking, 
and learning about the school in the beautiful library.  Sticking with a 
progressive theme throughout the evening, dinner was served in the 
school’s gymnasium.  The gymnasium went through a 36-hour makeover 
that provided the perfect atmosphere for dinner stations. Finally, the large 
crowd moved towards the playroom to enjoy dessert in our expansive 
playroom located in the Weinberg Wing that overlooks the beautiful 
Sordoni Family Playground.

The highlight of the evening was the program portion which included 
a 5-minute video entitled “A Day in the Life at The Scranton School”. 
Attendees were treated to what a typical day looks like at The Scranton 
School for students and staff. At the completion of the video, Don Rhoten 
made the exciting announcement to the community that The Scranton 
School is expanding again! This Spring and Summer the School will 
EH� UHQRYDWLQJ� D� ZLQJ� RI� WKH� FXUUHQW� VHFRQG� ŴRRU�� DGGLWLRQDO� PLGGOH�
school classroom space, health classroom, communications classroom, 
and a career exploration center will all be part of this expansion! The 
conclusion of the program included the announcement that the William 
G. McGowan Charitable Trust has recently granted The Scranton School 
$49,000 to help with the establishment of the Career Exploration Center. 
We deeply appreciate their partnership and generosity.

,Q�������ZH�FHOHEUDWHG�WKH�ƓUVW�ƓYH�\HDUV�RI�7KH�6FUDQWRQ�6FKRRO��'RQ�
Rhoten reminded the attendees at that event that our work in Northeastern 
and Central Pennsylvania is not done.  In 2015, we celebrated the future 
and followed through on Don’s statement by announcing this expansion. 
The expansion will allow us to meet our motto of “Where Kids Come First” 
and provide the very best education for our students. Q

Continued from front page.
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Seventh and Eighth Grade students spent a day at the Pattan  
RIƓFHV�LQ�+DUULVEXUJ��DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�3HQQV\OYDQLD�6RFLHW\� 
for the Advancement of the Deaf (PSAD)’s “Imagine Your Future”  
youth conference.

The event featured several Deaf Professionals from private business, 
professional sports and government agencies. One of the keynote 
speakers was WPSD graduate and emeritus member of the Board  
of Trustees, Mr. Rodney Danco. Each of the speakers shared their life 
experiences and perspectives with students to help them see the 
potential that lies within each of them. Some speakers demonstrated 
products to assist students in reaching out to and partnering with 
others, while others provided samples from their businesses for 
students to examine and to stimulate ideas of what the students might 
one day create.

Former Gallaudet University football and basketball standout, Tony 
Tatum shared some of his experiences of growing up, attending college 
and having the opportunity to play professional Arena Football for the 
Cleveland Gladiators and the Utah Blaze. Tony challenged the students 
to be passionate as they pursue their dreams.

The students thoroughly enjoyed the day of lectures, interactive  
team building activities and the connection with new and old friends. 
7KDQN�\RX�WR�DOO�RI�WKH�WHUULƓF�VSHDNHUV�DQG�WR�36$'�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�WKLV�
outstanding opportunity and encouragement to our students.  Q

PSAD Event in Harrisburg Challenges 
Students to Use Their Imagination
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7KLV�\HDU��IRU�WKH�ƓUVW�WLPH�HYHU��7KH�6FUDQWRQ�6FKRRO�VHQW�D�WHDP�WR�WKH�%DWWOH�RI�WKH�%RRNV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�*DOODXGHW�
8QLYHUVLW\��2XU�WHDP�RI�6DUDK�*HUKROG��'DYLG�+DUFOHURGH��DQG�5RJHU�5RPLVNL�UHDG�WKUHH�ERRNV�DQG�SUHSDUHG� 
to answer questions about each book. There was a preliminary competition during which our team earned points  
for each question answered.   The Scranton School team did well in the preliminary competition and made  
LW�WR�WKH�SOD\RIIV��:H�DUH�H[WUHPHO\�SURXG�WR�VD\�WKDW�ZH�DUH�WKH�ƓUVW�WHDP�HYHU�WR�PDNH�WKH�SOD\RIIV�LQ�WKH�ƓUVW� 
year of competition.  

In the playoffs, students answered questions as a group and then were judged individually on the answer to one 
TXHVWLRQ���3UHVHQWLQJ�H[WHPSRUDQHRXVO\�FDQ�EH�TXLWH�GLIƓFXOW��EXW�RXU�WHDP�URVH�WR�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�DQG�H[FHHGHG�
expectations! We are so proud of our students for taking on this challenge.  We are looking forward to building  
on this success in the years ahead with Battle of the Books.  Q

Excitement was in the air as our students stepped out onto the ice at Mohegan Sun Arena to await the  
signal to begin their performance of the National Anthem at the Wilkes Barre – Scranton Penguins’ game.  
7KH�OLJKWV�GLPPHG��WKHQ�WKH�IRJ�PDFKLQH�ƓOOHG�WKH�DLU�RYHUKHDG�DV�ODVHU�OLJKWV�EHJDQ�WR�SXOVH�DQG� 
ŴDVK�LQ�WLPH�ZLWK�WKH�PXVLF���6XGGHQO\�WKH�LFH�ZDV�ƓOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�UXVKLQJ�IRUPV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO� 
hockey players racing past us just inches away as they prepared for the game to start! The announcer  
introduced the starting lineups for each of the teams and then it was our turn. Standing beside the  
3HQQV\OYDQLD�6WDWH�3ROLFH�&RORU�*XDUG��RXU�VWXGHQWV�SHUIRUPHG�D�WHUULƓF�UHQGLWLRQ�RI�RXU�1DWLRQDO� 
Anthem and then the game began.  We cheered loudly for the Penguins as they scored goal  
after goal against the visiting team while we snacked on traditional game time fare like  

popcorn, nachos, hot dogs, and crab fries (a local delicacy).  A fun time was had  
by all – and the memories of those players whizzing past us will NOT soon  
be forgotten!  Q

Battle of the Books

WBS Penguins Hockey Game Provides  
a Close-Up View of the Action on the Ice  
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After-School Activities  
Warm Up the Winter Months
The months of December, January, February and March in Northeast Pennsylvania 
FDQ�VXUHO\�SURYLGH�VRPH�FROG�DQG�GUHDU\�ZHDWKHU��+RZHYHU��WKH�H[FLWHPHQW�RI�
SOD\LQJ�EDVNHWEDOO�JDPHV�LQ�WKH�+8*(�J\PQDVLXP�DW�ŏ7KH�5(&Ő��ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�
campus of Summit University, just across the street from our own campus) or the 
rush of adrenalin as you carve your way down a snow-covered slope at Montage 
Mountain on your skis or snowboard are two great ways to warm up those chilly 
winter evenings.

7KDQNV�RQFH�DJDLQ�WR�WKH�WHUULƓF�DQG�YHU\�ZHOFRPLQJ�&RDFKHV�DQG�&RPPLVVLRQHUV�
of the Abington Youth Basketball League, we had a very full schedule of games for 
our “Blue” and “Gold” squads. The energetic (and entertaining) admonitions and 
LQVWUXFWLRQV�RI�&RDFK�.LWNR�ZHUH�KLJKO\�HIIHFWLYH�DV�HYHU\�SOD\HU�VDZ�VLJQLƓFDQW�
improvements in their individual and team skills. Congratulations to all on an 
awesome season of improvements.

Throughout the frosty winter, our students also continued to receive 
incredible instruction and service from the awesome Snow School Staff at 
Montage Mountain. Thanks to the addition of a new ski club chaperone (Ms. 
Sarah Taylor) we were able to expand our winter snow-sport options to include 
VQRZ�ERDUGLQJ�IRU�WKH�ƓUVW�WLPH��-XVW�OLNH�RXU�VNLHUV�KDYH�GRQH��6DUDK�DQG�RXU�
snow boarders learned the basics of snow boarding and quickly progressed  
to more challenging terrain and more advanced skills. The rapid improvements 
RI�RXU�VWXGHQWVō�VQRZ�VSRUW�VNLOOV�ZHUH�D�WHVWDPHQW�WR�WKH�WHUULƓF�WHDFKLQJ�VWDII� 
at Montage Mountain.  Q

ASL Classes
The Scranton School is delighted to provide over 50 members local community, parents, and 
staff with American Sign Language (ASL) classes. The courses are held at our Scranton School 
campus every Wednesday night for six weeks each session. The students focus on learning basic 
vocabulary and are exposed to Deaf culture and history. For many of the students, the high light of 
this last session was the visit from Valentine Wojton. Val was able to answer some of the students’ 
questions about his life and his involvement with the students at both WPSD and the Scranton 
School.  At the end of class, Mr. Wojton performed an ABC story in ASL which was enjoyed by all!

We are very excited that this community outreach has been so well attended. Not only are the members  
of the community given the opportunity to learn ASL, but these courses also serve as a resource for our  
parents. Parents are able to learn how to better communicate with and best support their children. As a school,  
we are committed to continuing to offer our local community with the chance to learn about ASL and the Scranton  
School as well as to support the families of the children we serve. If you are interested in learning more about  
our ASL classes, please feel free to contact The Scranton School at (570) 585-1000.   Q 5



Dorm Activities  
Prepare Students for Life 
Providing students with tools for independence and social skill 
development opportunities in a variety of settings are just two  
of the ways that the dorm maintains a homelike environment. 
This year our focus for these development activities has been  
the development of cooking and in-home hospitality skills. 

To help us with our cooking skills, guest “chefs” have been 
joining us to teach us how to prepare a favorite meal and then 
stay and dine with us. Through this regularly scheduled activity, 
our students have been exposed to a broad range of culinary 
ideas and methods thanks to the wonderful volunteers who have 
been a part of this experience.

We learn and practice hospitality skills by preparing carefully  
for our mystery dinner guests’ arrival. We iron the tablecloths,  
set the table just right, and serve up dinner in style. While we 
dine on a special dinner, we take the time to get to know our 
guests by asking questions about them, their families, their 
careers, and their hobbies while we share some of the same  
kinds of information about ourselves. After dinner, dessert  
is served as we play table games with our guests to complete  
the evening’s festivities.

The smiles of students and guests during each of these activities 
demonstrates once again that preparing students for life can be  
a truly delicious experience!  Q
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Our students celebrated Dr. Seuss‘ Birthday with a wacky, 
whimsical and literary party.  After a Seussical lunch, students 
met to enjoy “The Sneetches” read by Scranton Fire Chief Patrick 
DeSarno. At the end of the story, students chose to become a “Star 
Belly Sneetch” or a “Plain Belly Sneetch.” Our “Sneetches” then 
completed Seussical activities like “Fox in Socks Game”, making  
D�ŏRQH�ƓVK��WZR�ƓVKŏ�WDQN��6HXVVLFDO�FRRWLH�FDWFKHUV�DQG�ŏ3LFWXUH�
Me as the Lorax”  

Students enjoyed meeting and talking with Chief DeSarno who 
gave each student a fun safety coloring book.  Students in turn 
gave chief DeSarno a signed copy of “The Sneetches” as a thank 
you.  All in all, it was a great way to celebrate a wonderful author 
and learn a little something along the way.   Q

Dr. Seuss’ Birthday
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Career Mentors Inspire Career Aspirations
Our second annual Career Mentor Day focused 
on answering the question “What does it take 
to make it as an employee?”  In order to help 
students see the broad range of perspectives 
involved in preparing for, getting, and keeping 
a job, three speakers were asked to share their 
experiences with the students. 

Mr. Ed Ryan, Marketing Coordinator at the 
Northeast Pennsylvania Center for Independent 
Living (CIL), introduced our students to 
information about how to access the various types 
of support provided by the CIL to individuals 
as they pursue their career and life goals. Mr. 
Joseph Riolo, a Computer Scientist and the father 
of a former Scranton School alumnus, shared 
stories and information with students about his 
education and background and the fascinating 
types of projects that he works on at the Picatinny 
Arsenal for the Department of Defense.  Finally, Mr. Phil Medico, a Clarks Summit Resident and Sales Manager of 
0HGLFR�,QGXVWULHV��D�+HDY\�(TXLSPHQW�PDQXIDFWXUHU�DQG�'HIHQVH�&RQWUDFWRU�ZLWK�WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�'HIHQVH��
provided students with a glimpse into the employers’ view of what is desired in high quality employees.

Thank you to each of our speakers for sharing their career and experiences with us! Without a doubt you have inspired 
XV�WR�UHDFK�IRU�RXU�GUHDPV�DQG�VHHN�RXU�RZQ�IXOƓOOLQJ�DQG�RXWVWDQGLQJ�FDUHHUV�  Q

6PDOO�LQ�QXPEHU��\HW�ELJ�RQ�SURMHFWV��7KH�6FUDQWRQ�6FKRRO�IRU�'HDI�DQG�+DUG�RI�+HDULQJ�&KLOGUHQōV�3DUHQW�6WDII�
Organization has had a very busy year… and it’s not over.
)URP�WKH�+DOORZHHQ�SDUW\�WR�JHW�WRJHWKHUV�DW�D�ORFDO�<0&$�WR�SODQQLQJ�DQ�(DVWHU�(JJ�+XQW��WKH�362�KDV�SURYHQ�WKDW� 
it does not take a lot of people to make something successful.
Families of students, as well as Choices for Children families have been gathering on a regular basis at the Greater 
Carbondale YMCA. At a very reasonable cost of $10 per family, children and adults have enjoyed an afternoon of 
VZLPPLQJ��SOD\�WLPH�DQG�SL]]D�DW�WKH�<��3DUHQWV�KDYH�HQMR\HG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VRFLDOL]H�ZLWK�RWKHU�66'++&�IDPLOLHV�
and plan to get together again in the fall.
7KH�362�LV�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�D�*HUWUXGH�+DZN�FDQG\�IXQGUDLVHU��3URFHHGV�DUH�XVHG�WR�VSRQVRU�362�HYHQWV��VXFK� 
DV�WKH�(DVWHU�(JJ�+XQW�DQG�WKH�SXUFKDVH�RI�)LHOG�'D\�W�VKLUWV�IRU�VWXGHQWV��7KH�JURXS�ZLOO�DOVR�KDYH�D�VSHFLDO�UDIŴH�DW�
WKH�VFKRROōV�DQQXDO�&DU�6KRZ�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�GRQDWLQJ�D�EDVNHW�IRU�WKH�VFKRROōV�EDVNHW�UDIŴH��2QFH�DJDLQ��WKH�362�SODQV�
another fundraiser at Moe’s, a local restaurant which donates a portion of its sales on a designated evening  
to the organization. 

New members are always welcome and the cost of membership is $10 per year per family. Meetings are held  
IRXU�WLPHV�D�\HDU�ZLWK�WKH�ƓUVW�PHHWLQJ�RI�WKH�QHZ�VFKRRO�\HDU�VHW�IRU�7KXUVGD\��2FW����DW����$0��362�RIƓFHUV�DUH�� 
Denise Locker, president; Nicole Miller, vice president; and Maureen Manzano, secretary.  Q

PSO Continues Active Year
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PSO  
Easter Egg Hunt 
&RORUHG�HJJV��WR\V�DQG�SUL]HV�DQG�D�JLDQW��ŴRSS\�HDUHG�UDEELW�
ZDONLQJ�WKH�KDOOV�RI�WKH�6FUDQWRQ�6FKRRO�IRU�'HDI�DQG�+DUG�RI�
+HDULQJ�&KLOGUHQ�FDQ�RQO\�PHDQ�RQH�WKLQJ��,W�ZDV�WLPH�IRU�WKH�
362ōV�DQQXDO�(DVWHU�(JJ�+XQW�DQG�YLVLW�E\�WKH�(DVWHU�%XQQ\��
Thanks once again to the generosity of parents and staff, 
elementary students and students from the Middle School 
Applied Studies class, along with Choices for Children families 
visited the playroom with a special mission. There, children 
sought out hundreds of colored eggs with hidden surprises, 
separated by PSO parents according to age. Each group also 
searched for a golden egg that garnered a special prize.

Choices for Children families made memories as their  
children met the Easter Bunny and had the opportunity  
to have a keepsake photograph taken with the Bunny. 

While school students searched for eggs, the Easter Bunny,  
SRUWUD\HG�E\�VWXGHQW�5XVVHOO�+HDWK��YLVLWHG�FODVVURRPV�ZLWK�
special prizes, including bubble wands and sidewalk chalk, 
guaranteeing hours of outdoor fun over the Spring Break. 

6SHFLDO�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�+LJK�6FKRRO�$SSOLHG�6WXGLHV�&ODVV��OHDG�
by teacher Elrica Swank, who placed items inside the eggs days  
before the hunt.  Q

Wintertime at the  
Hershey Preschool 
It’s been a long winter at the Hershey Preschool.  We’ve learned 
about the various holidays: Presidents’ Day, Valentine’s Day, St 
Patrick’s day, and birthdays. We also discussed various kinds of 
weather and season changes. One of our favorite activities has 
been making indoor snow out of various sensory materials. . 
On the rare warm days, we have made sure to include time for 
fresh air. Our preschool friends have joined us for SMARTboard 
activities as we studied transportation. They were impressed 
with our technology. We’ve enjoyed our visitors and look 
forward to more in the future. Q
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There is nothing like some friendly competition  
and quality time together to build friendships and 
long-lasting relationships! This was precisely the 
goal as several Middle School students from WPSD 
made the trek to Scranton for some awesome  
academic and athletic interaction.

After our visitors had gotten a great night of sleep in the Scranton Dorm, the fun got started with “The Great Bridge 
Building Competition”. The competition was suggested and organized by the Scranton School’s Middle School Science 
teacher, Mr. Byron Almekinder. Students (and interested staff) were given a special bridge-building kit along with some 
YHU\�SUHFLVH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�UXOHV�IRU�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�EULGJHV��7KHQ�LW�ZDV�WLPH�WR�WHVW�WKH�VWUHQJWK�DQG�HIƓFLHQF\�RI�
each bridge using some of the technology and tools from the Synergistic Science Lab. Some of the bridge engineers had 
RSWHG�WR�IRFXV�RQ�VSHFLƓF�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�GHWDLOV�ZKLOH�RWKHUV�KRQHG�LQ�RQ�VKHHU�VWUHQJWK�DQG�IXQFWLRQDOLW\��(YHU\�EXGGLQJ�
engineer learned something to help them in their design and construction for next year – do you have what it takes to be 
a part of the fun?

After spending the day in classroom camaraderie, it was time to take to the basketball court for a spirited match-up 
between the Lions and the Bears. The Bears jumped out to an early lead as they took full advantage of their home 
court. The Lions refused to give in as they staged a big second-half rally to claw their way to within 4 points of the Bears 
with just minutes to play. The excitement grew with every passing second! Coaches cheered, twisted, waved, stomped 
their feet for attention and gestured wildly as they called plays and instructed their players. The players for both teams 
GULEEOHG�IUDQWLFDOO\��MXPSHG�KLJK�IRU�UHERXQGV��GLYHG�IRU�ORRVH�EDOOV�DQG�PDGH�VRPH�WHUULƓF�VKRWV�DV�WKH�FORFN�ZRXQG�
GRZQ�WR�WKH�ƓQDO�PRPHQWV�RI�WKH�JDPH��$V�WKH�ƓQDO�VHFRQGV�HODSVHG��HYHU\RQH�WUXO\�ZDV�D�ZLQQHU��3OD\HUVō�IDFHV�VKRQH�
ZLWK�SULGH�RI�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�SOD\HG�WKHLU�YHU\�EHVW��)RU�WKH�ƓUVW�WLPH�RQ�RXU�FDPSXV��SDUHQWV��IULHQGV�DQG�ORYHG�
ones were able to tune in to watch the whole game via the technology of live-streamed video on both school’s websites – 
which might possibly have made this game, the best attended game in school history.  Q

Technology Plays  
a Key Role in  
WPSD Students’ 
Visit to Scranton
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         Visit us on www.facebook.com/thescrantonschool

One of the more groundbreaking biomedical achievements in the last thirty 
years is the cochlear implant, an electronic device that provides a sense of sound 
to individuals who are profoundly deaf or severely hard-of-hearing. An implant 
does not result in “restored” hearing for the recipient, but does allow him or her 
WR�SHUFHLYH�VRXQGV��7KH�8�6��)RRG�DQG�'UXJ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��)'$��ƓUVW�DSSURYHG�

cochlear implant devices for adults in 1985 and 
IRU�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�������+RZHYHU��UHVHDUFK�ZLWK�WKLV�
device began in the 1950’s.

In general, adults who have severe to profound 
KHDULQJ�ORVV�LQ�ERWK�HDUV�DQG�KDYH�EHQHƓWHG�RQO\�PLQLPDOO\�IURP�KHDULQJ�DLGV�PD\�
qualify as candidates for cochlear implantation. Children as young as 12 months of 
age who have severe to profound hearing loss in both ears and who demonstrate little 
progress in the development of auditory skills may also be considered candidates 
for some implant devices. It is very important that the implant recipient (and the 
family, in the case of a young child) have an understanding of cochlear implants and 
realistic expectations regarding the use of the device. More expensive than a hearing 

aid, the total cost of a cochlear implant, including evaluation, surgery, device, and rehabilitation can cost as much as 
����������)RUWXQDWHO\��PRVW�LQVXUDQFH�FRPSDQLHV�DQG�0HGLFDUH�SURYLGH�EHQHƓWV�WKDW�FRYHU�WKH�FRVW�
What is a cochlear implant?  A cochlear implant is a surgically implanted device that helps overcome problems in the 
inner ear, or cochlea. The implant provides stimulation directly to the auditory nerve, bypassing damaged hair cells in the 
cochlea that prevent sound from reaching the nerve.  Although sound quality from a cochlear implant is different than that 
experienced by a person with normal hearing, the cochlear implant provides users with the ability to sense sound that 
they couldn’t hear otherwise. Improvements in the way the implant processes  
sound information are continuously being made to make the sound seem  
more natural.

What are the parts of a cochlear implant and how do they work?  A cochlear 
LPSODQW�KDV�WZR�PDLQ�FRPSRQHQWV������DQ�LQWHUQDO�FRPSRQHQW�WKDW�FRQVLVWV�
of a small electronic device that is surgically implanted under the skin behind 
the ear, connected to electrodes that are inserted inside the cochlea and (2) 
an external component, usually worn behind the ear that consists of a speech 
processor, microphone, and battery compartment. The microphone captures 
sound, allowing the speech processor to translate it into electrical signals. These signals or “codes” are transmitted 
across the skin via radio waves to the internal electronic stimulator. The internal stimulator then sends the signals to 

This year’s Bear Tracks will feature a 4-Part Series called “Hear and Now.”  
Dr. Denise Prislupski will author the series that will focus on hearing loss in adults, 
children, and what types of technology are available for those with a hearing  
loss. This edition’s article focuses on Cochlear Implant technology. Part 4 will  
focus on educational technology.

Hear and Now
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WKH�LPSODQWHG�HOHFWURGHV�LQ�WKH�FRFKOHD��7KH�HOHFWURGHV�VLJQDOV�WKHQ�VWLPXODWH�WKH�DXGLWRU\�QHUYH�ƓEHUV�WR�VHQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
to the brain, where it is interpreted as meaningful sound.

What happens before the surgery? Once a person is referred to the cochlear implant center, more testing is done to 
determine whether the person is a suitable candidate. This testing usually includes audiologic testing, psychological 
testing, medical examination, and tests performed by the surgeon. The process often involves examination using X-rays 
DQG�05,��PDJQHWLF�UHVRQDQFH�LPDJLQJ���DV�ZHOO�DV�FRXQVHOLQJ��7KLV�LV�GRQH�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�FDQGLGDWH�ZLOO�EHQHƓW�IURP�D�
cochlear implant and will have the motivation to participate in the process. It is important that the individual understands 
what the implant will and will not do and also understands the commitment required for care and follow-up services. 
Once the decision is made to go ahead, the surgery is done. Sometimes it involves an overnight stay in the hospital, and 
sometimes it is done on an outpatient basis.

What happens after the surgery?� �$ERXW��Ŋ��ZHHNV� DIWHU� VXUJHU\�� WKH�SDWLHQW� UHWXUQV� WR� WKH� FHQWHU� WR�EH�ƓW�ZLWK� WKH�
external parts—the microphone and speech processor—and to activate and program (called mapping) the implant. This 
LQLWLDO�ƓWWLQJ�SURFHVV�LV�FRPSOHWHG�RYHU�VHYHUDO�GD\V�DQG�PD\�LQFOXGH�DGGLWLRQDO�YLVLWV�RYHU�VHYHUDO�PRQWKV��7KH�DGGLWLRQDO�
visits are needed for activating, adjusting, and programming the various electrodes that have been implanted. Also, as the 
person develops skill in using the implant, adjustments and reprogramming are required. Usually there are annual visits 
WR�WKH�FHQWHU�IRU�FKHFNXSV�RQFH�WKH�ƓQDO�SURJUDPPLQJ�LV�PDGH�WR�WKH�VSHHFK�SURFHVVRU��%RWK�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DGXOWV�UHFHLYH�
extensive rehabilitation services from audiologists, speech-language pathologists, teachers, and counselors as they learn 
to listen, improve speech, use speech reading, and handle communication. They are taught how to use the implant and 
how to respond to the sounds they are receiving. For those who have heard before, sounds through the cochlear implant 
PD\�VHHP�XQQDWXUDO�DW�ƓUVW��7KRVH�ZKR�KDYH�QHYHU�KHDUG�EHIRUH�PXVW�EH�WDXJKW�ZKDW�WKH�VRXQGV�DUH�
What can be expected from a cochlear implant?  Most adult cochlear implant patients notice an immediate improvement 
LQ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VNLOOV��&KLOGUHQ�UHTXLUH�WLPH�WR�EHQHƓW�IURP�WKHLU�FRFKOHDU�LPSODQW��DV�WKH�EUDLQ�QHHGV�WR�OHDUQ�WR�
FRUUHFWO\�LQWHUSUHW�WKH�HOHFWULFDO�VRXQG�LQSXW��:KLOH�FRFKOHDU�LPSODQWV�GR�QRW�UHVWRUH�QRUPDO�KHDULQJ��DQG�EHQHƓWV�YDU\�
from one individual to another, 90 percent of adult cochlear implant patients are able to discriminate speech without the 
XVH�RI�YLVXDO�FXHV��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�IDFWRUV�WKDW�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�GHJUHH�RI�EHQHƓW�D�XVHU�UHFHLYHV�IURP�D�FRFKOHDU�LPSODQW��
LQFOXGLQJ��KRZ�ORQJ�D�SHUVRQ�KDV�EHHQ�GHDI���WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXUYLYLQJ�DXGLWRU\�QHUYH�ƓEHUV��D�SDWLHQWōV�PRWLYDWLRQ�WR�OHDUQ�
to hear, and a family’s motivation to provide the necessary training and follow up for the younger patient. The implant 
team will explain what you can reasonably expect. Before deciding whether an implant is working well, one needs to 
understand clearly how much time must be committed. Expectations should be realistic, and the doctor or surgeon will 
help you understand the level of success the implant can reasonably achieve for the adult or young patient.

Dr. Denise Prislupski Au.D. completed her undergraduate studies at Marywood 
University where she received her Bachelor of Science degree in Communication 
Disorders.  She furthered her studies at Bloomsburg University where she received 
her Masters of Science degree in Audiology. She completed her post graduate studies 
at SALUS University formerly PCO in 2002.  She practices at Audiology and Hearing 
Centers of NEPA and is the audiologist at The Scranton School for Deaf & Hard of 
Hearing Children. Dr. Prislupski was named a Top 25 woman in Business in Northeast 
Pennsylvania.  Q 
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Continued from page 11.

Hear and Now



Outreach News 
Camp Hill Outreach Center Updates: 
The Outreach Center hosted a professional meet and  
greet with Guide By Your Side. We had over 40 attendees  
and it was a wonderful opportunity to share and learn  
about great resources in Central PA.

Toddler Group winter session was a success with seven families 
attending on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  Each day the 
parents and children enjoy reading and signing a special 
book.  New signs are reviewed and then everyone enjoys 
participating in a craft, a sensory play activity and a snack that 
relate back to the theme of the book. It’s a great way to learn 
while socializing.

SPRING Outreach Activities
2/7  WPSD Reading Workshop
2/22�� $QQXDO�%DVNHWEDOO�&OLQLF�LQ�+DUULVEXUJ
3/12  Sam Sandler-Deaf Comedian - WPSD
3/20-21 Family Learning Weekend -  WPSD
3/28�� 5HDGLQJ�:RUNVKRS���&DPS�+LOO
3/29  Reading Workshop - Scranton
4/1-2 Larry Siegel Workshops in Erie and Johnstown
4/17 � &KLOGUHQōV�+RVSLWDO�RI�3LWWVEXUJK�+HDULQJ�� � �
 Center Auxiliary Gala

4/18  Deaf Nation Expo in Pittsburgh 
4/22�� /HJLVODWLYH�%UHDNIDVW�LQ�+DUULVEXUJ
4/24  WPSD Sporting Clay Shoot
5/1-2 Family Learning Weekend, Scranton
5/2  It’s Your Perfect Pitch Softball Clinic - WPSD
5/4-6  Larry Siegel Workshops in Scranton, Allentown  
� DQG�&DPS�+LOO�
5/12   WPSD SignShine Performance Group at the  
� 6WDWH�&DSLWRO�LQ�+DUULVEXUJ
5/14�� +HDULQJ�6FUHHQLQJV�DW�WKH�6HQDWRU�%UHZVWHU� 
� +HDOWK�)DLU�LQ�:HVWPRUHODQG�&RXQW\
5/16 � +HDULQJ�6FUHHQLQJV�LQ�+HUVKH\
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Come to Silent Town USA where the tables are turned. Learn how 
to do everyday errands in a community where you may not be 
understood. Learn about deaf culture, assistive technology, sign 
language and communication strategies. 

This event is for ANYONE and EVERYONE. 

Sign language skills are not required, but an open mind is required.

RSVP by June 10 to Jessica Marks at jmarks@wpsd.org.

Silent Town USA

6SRQVRUHG�E\�
The Programs of the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf  
DQG�7KH�2IƓFH�IRU�WKH�'HDI�DQG�+DUG�RI�+HDULQJ

Saturday, June 13, 2015 
2:00 - 4:30 pm

WPSD/SSDHHC Outreach Center
3820 Hartzdale Drive Camp Hill, PA 17011


